Photoshop CS3 Preferences

Let’s set these up - the defaults are not always ideal.
Ctrl K to access PREFERENCES, or, Edit/Preferences/General

Kevboard Shortouts. .. Alb+Shift+Ckrl+-E _
Menus... Alt+Shift+CerH-r

Interface. .,
File Handling. ..
Petfarmance. ..

Cursars...

Transparency & Gamuk, ..
Units & Rulers. .,

Guides, Grid, Slices & Count, .,
Plug-Ins. ..

Tvpe...

2 good ones to check are:
Automatically launch Bridge, and
Zoom with scroll wheel.

Preferences

Coor Picker | Adebs 9

Interf
reras Irnage Interpolation: | Bicubic (best for srooth gradients) Vl
File Hardling
. ) » . Changes wil take effect the next
Pertarmance UI Font Size: L) time you start Photoshop,
CUrsors
Ciptions

Transparency % Garmuk

[¥] automatically Launch Bridge [¥]Use Shift Key for Tool Switch

Units 2 Rulers

Suides, Grid, Slices % Count [ auto-Update Open Documents  [Y]Resize Image During Paste/Place
Plug-Tns [ |Beep ¥hen Done [ |Zoom Resizes wWindaows

Type [+] Dynamic Color Sliders [+] Zoom with Scroll Wheel

Export Clipboard

[ JHistary Log

L T

If you add zoom windows, in standard view, windows resize, even with Ctrl plus/minus.

[¢] Use Shift Key for Tool Switch
Resize Image During Paste/Place
Zoormn Resizes Wincdowes

[#] Zoom with Scrol Whee%



This guy here auto-collapses, which means, as soon as you access any tool from the tool palette, the other palettes
close up.

Preferences

General General
[lUse Grayscale Toolbar Icon

File Handling [ ]5how Channels in Color
Performance [v] Show Menu Calors
Cursors [¥] shiow Tool Tips

Transparency % Garmut
Palettes
Units 2 Rulers

[l auto-Collapse Icon Palettes

Guides, Grid, Slces & Count .
[vIRe ber Palette Locations

Plug-Ins

Type

You can also do that here - right click on the gray part:

| Layers = | Clase Graup

|N-:rma| w |Opacih,r: Minimize Group

Collapse ta Icons

Lock: [ &+ & Fill: 100% >
Auto-Collapse Icon Palettes

ser Interface Preferences, h
e v i
Hue/Saturation 1 !
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sRGE IECE19ER-2,1 (8bp-

this is very cool. You can force PSD to open jpegs in the camera raw utility:

Preferences

Feneral File: Saving Options

Interface Irnage Previess: | Llweays Save V|

File Handling

Performance

File Extension: | Ilse Lowwer Case V|

Cursors

File: Cornpatibility

Transparency & Gamut E'grefer Adobe Camera Raw for JPEG Files:

Units & Rulers refer Adobe Carmera Raw for Supported Raw Files
[]Ignore EXIF profile tag

Guides, Grid, Slices 8 Count

Plug-Ins Lzl Before Saving Layered TIFF Files
Type
Masirmize PSD and PSE File Compatibility:
Warsion CLe

Enable Yersion Cue

Recent file list contains: files

Note - version cue is part of the creative suite.



Turn off version cue, unless you use it -- it slows things down

Wersion CLe

%nable Wersion CLe

Recent file list contains: | 10 | files

Let’s turn this off, you can save layers with tiffs, so why not always do so ...

File Cornpatitility
[“]Prefer Adobe Camera Raw for JPEG Files
[v]Prefer Adobe Camera Raw for Supported Raw Files
[lIgrnore EXIF profie tag
[linsk Before Saving Layered TIFF Files:

Makrnize PSD and PSE File Compatibility: | sk »

Turning off this compatibility dialogue will disappear an annoying question with each new file save.
However, this is helpful if you send PSD files to Premiere or InDesign.

File: Cornpatitility
[v]Prefer Adobe Cammera Raw for JPEG Files
[v]Prefer Adobe Camera Raw for Supported Raw Files
[ 1Ignore EXIF profile tag
[l ask Before Saving Layered TIFF Files

Maximize PSD and PSE File Compatibility: Eﬁv

50-70% of memory is good for performance.
If you have a lot of memory you can even turn it down, to say, 40%.
The default of 55% is usually pretty good.

Sereral Perfarmance
Interface Mernory Usage
File Handling Svailable RAM: 1706 MB

Performance

Ideal Range: 938-1228 ME

CuUrEors

Teansparency & Gamut Let Photoshop Use: ME (F1%:)

Units 2 Rulers = ne
Guides, Grid, Slices & Count

Plug-Ins Scratch Disks
Tupe Active? | Drive Free Space |Information
N oY 14.57GE
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I can use the arrows to bring the biggest hard drive to the top:

Scratch Disks

Active? | Drive Free Space |Information
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Try scooting up history ... but let’s not go higher than this:

History & Cache

History Stg.EES:
Cache Levels:

This can be helpful with your brushes:

Preferences

General Painting Cursors
Intarface
File Handling %
Performance
. ) standard
CUFs0rs .
(O Precise

Tramsparency 8 Garmut

() Mormal Brush Tip
O Full Size Brush Tip
IE]LéSth Crosshair in Brush Tip

Upits 2 Rulers
Guides, Grid, Slices 2 Count
Plug-Ins

Type

BTW if ever your brush cursors do not show the correct size, turn off caps lock.

Get with the world of pixels! (Unless there is a good reason not to.)

Preferences
General LInits
Interface Rulers:
File Handling - k
Type: | points b
Performance
CUrsOrs f
Calurnn Size
Tranzparency % Gannut _
width: [ 180 || points |
inits & Rulers
Suides, Srid, Slices & Count Gutter: | 12 || pioirts V|




